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CATALOGUE NOQ. 8752.7
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.00 A.M. 21 APRIL 1995

BUILDING ACTIVITY, NORTHERN TERRITORY
DECEMBER QUARTER 1994

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices ¢ In average 198990 prices, the total value of building
work done during the December quarter 1994 rose to a
7F—year high ol $78.4 million. This was up $11.1 million

Percentuge change on or 16.5% on the previous quarier but only 3.0% on a year
Sept. quarter 1994 Dec. quarter 1993 carlier.
New residential buiiding 74 174 . ;Vork done on new residential building during the I)eur:en]-‘
Alterations and additions er quarter recorded a S—year high of $36.4 million. This
to residential buildings 18.4 9.8 wus up $5.4 million or 17.4% on both the previous quarier
Non—residential building 154 -85 and a year earlier.
Total building 165 3.0
*  While work done on non-residential building rose $5.0
million or 15.4 % during the December quarter 1o $37.5
million, it remained below the level of the December
quarter 1993, The public scctor accounted for over 78%
of the total work done,
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INQUIRIES e for more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Rex Porter on Adelaide (08) 237 7496 or any ABS State Office.

«  for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer 1u the back of this publication.




SUMMARY OF FINDINGS — continued

Value of building work commenced at average 1989-90 Number of dwelling units commenced
prices

Percentage change on

Percemage change on

Sept. quarter 1994 Dec. guarter 1993

Sept, quanier 1994 Dec. gquarter 1993

Private scctor houses 31 -10.7
New residential building 78 2.7 Private sector dwelling units 213 17.7
Alterations and additions Tolal dwelling units 33.1 18.2
to residential buildings 515 28.2
Non-residential building 23 —45.2
Total building 6.6 8.8 = The total sumber of dwelling units commenced during the

December guarter 1994 was 454, an increase of 113 or
33.1% on the previous quarter. Other than the September
quarter 1993 when 485 dwelling units were commenced,
this was the highest for 7 years,

» Inaverage 1989-90 prices ike tolal value of building work
commenced during the December quarler 1994 rose 6.6%
to $68.1 million.

S o s . » The high level of dwelling unit commencements during
*» New residential building commencements for the Decem- the December quarter 1994 was primarily duc to com-
ber quarter were up 7.8% on the previous quarter and mencement of 204 private sector other residential dwell-
32.7% on 4 year carlier o $41.4 millio, a 7-year high. ing units, the most since the June quarter 1985. These
Other residential buildings commenced during the latest commencements exceeded those of privale sector houses

?ﬁ:“gggﬁgﬁ:‘? zgusa‘::glm}\;f;m23‘;%22?2;%};2?? S} for the [irst time since the September quarter 1987,

alterations and additions to residential buildings were up
51.5% on the previous quarter to $5.0 miflion.

NEW DWELLING UNITS CONMMENCED

* Non-residential building commencements were down Total dwelling units ngg{i})er
2.3% from the September quarter 1994 and 45.2% froma Private sector total dwelling triits
year earlier to $21.7 million,
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* The total value at current prices of building work com-
menced during the December quarier 1994 was up $6.4
miltioa or 8.7% to $80.2 million, Of this, $50.5 million
was for new residential building, an increase of $4.6
million on the previous quarter.

* ‘The valuc of work done during the December guarler was
up $12.7 million or 16.2% to $91.1 million while the value
of work yet to be done on jobs under construction at the
end of December 1994 was down $6.3 million or 5.5% to
$108.3 million.
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TABLE 4. VALUE O¥ BUILDING ACTIVITY, AT AVERAGE 1989-9¢ PRICES (2}, NORTIERN TERRITORY
($ millivn)

New residential building Alterations and Now-resideniiol building

additians to

ther rexidential residential
Period Flouses buildings Total buildings Private Secior Total Total building

COMMLUNCED

1991-92 785 29.2 107.7 14.9 253 783 200.9
1992-53 7.2 236 338 171 331 87.7 198.6
1993-54 100.4 342 13456 15.4 5.6 1612 312
1993 Sept. gt 240 100 340 4.4 17.5 27.4 65.8
Dee. qur 20.6 10.6 32 39 20.8 9.6 4.7
1994 Mar. qtr 89 7.3 62 28 0.8 19.3 3B.3
Tune qtr 6.9 6.3 iz 43 26.5 749 112.4
Sept. gtr ez 155 248 K4 3.3 2.7 222 639
Dec. gtr 0.9 0.8 41.4 5.0 12.0 . 257 64.1

VALULE OF WORK DONE DURING PERIOD

1991-92 66.8 its 983 13.7 289 116.8 2288
19492-93 7z 275 100.8 17.5 34.2 107.4 2287
1993-94 91.7 31.2 122% 14.9 53.6 14327 2815
1993 Sept. qir 234 8.0 L4 40 11.3 0.5 65.9
Dec. gtr 223 8.7 jlo 4.1 18.8 410 76.1
1974 Mur. qir 21.4 15 289 0 12.3 312 631
June gtr 24.6 7.0 316 18 11.2 410 6.4
Scpt. girr 235 74 MO 3.8 7.2 ns 673
Dee. gtr 24.9 115 304 4.5 810 375 784

(a} Sce paragraphs 22 and 23 of the Exptlaratory Notes, Constant price estimates arc subject to revision cach quaries as more up Lo dafe imfomation on prives anc
comumodity campositions becomes available.




TABLE 5. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSIIIP,

11

CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

NORTHERN TERRITORY

DPrivate secfor Public sector Total
Houses
Other Other Other
Contractor- residential residential residential
Period buitt Other Total  buildings Total flouses  btdings Total Houses  buildings Total
COMMENCED
1991-22 439 230 £59 3590 1.059 252 44 298 921 436 1,357
1992-33 490 254 744 353 1,097 84 13 97 828 366 1,154
199304 792 243 1,035 430 1,465 170 16 186 1,205 446 1,651
1993 Scpt. gtr 203 111 314 160 474 ] 2 11 323 162 485
Dec. ytr 177 48 225 119 344 38 2 40 263 121 384
1994 Mur. gtr 191 31 222 69 201 75 — 75 297 69 366
Tune qtr 221 53 274 82 356 48 12 60 2 94 416
Sept. qtrr 154 41 195 139 334 7 anam 7 pai s 139 341
Dee. g 144 57 2m 204 405 44 5 49 245 209 454
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT IEND OF PERIOD
1991-92 166 197 363 158 521 128 65 193 491 223 714
199293 152 132 344 170 514 53 7 &0 a7 177 574
1993-94 338 166 55 129 634 115 12 127 520 1M 761
1993 Sept. gtr 233 236 468 222 690 41 £ 51 510 231 741
Dec. qtr 238 205 441 225 664 50 —_ 50 44] 225 716
1994 Mar. qtr 250 179 429 172 601 92 — 92 521 172 693
June gtr 338 166 s505 129 634 115 12 127 620 141 7ol
Sepl.gtrr 285 176 462 162 624 8 8 86 540 170 L0
Dec. qtr 211 191 403 202 695 75 11 L5 478 303 781
COMPLETED
1991-92 378 221 599 344 943 166 19 185 765 363 1,128
1992-93 524 231 755 338 1,093 159 71 230 214 409 1,323
199394 620 236 856 4672 1,318 112 11 123 958 473 1,441
1993 Sept. qtr 135 52 187 108 295 24 — 24 211 108 319
Dec. qtr 178 74 252 116 368 30 11 41 282 127 409
1994 Mur. qtr 180 53 233 122 355 33 — 33 266 122 4B
Tune gtr 127 57 184 118 300 25 —_ 25 209 116 325
Sepl. gt ¢ 207 30 237 106 343 44 4 4R 281 110 ki
Dec. gtr 217 42 259 74 333 47 2 49 306 76 382




TABLE 6. NUMBER ANI} VALUE OF NEW HOUSES BUILT RY CONTRACT BUILDERS FOR
PRIVATE OWNERSIIIP, BY COMPLETION VALUK RANGE AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION
NORTIIERN TERRITORY

Commenced Under construction at end of period Completed
Less  $40,000 Less  §40.000 Less 340,000
than to  FO0OK0 than o Bonou than in 360,000
Period 240,000  FI0,990  and aver Totgi  R4000¢ 359,999  and over Total  $40.000 359,949 and over Toral
NUMBER
1991-92 13 108 318 439 4 27 135 166 10 24 274 a7e
1992-93 25 7B g7 490 ] 21 125 152 24 BB 412 524
1993-94 24 84 584 72 7 21 310 338 24 a8 508 620
1993 Sept. qtr 10 kL] 159 203 14 35 184 233 3 21 1i1 135
Dec. qtr 7 25 145 177 i6 35 185 236 5 27 146 178
1994 Mar. gtr 4 1 176 191 6 23 220 2130 14 25 141 180
June qtr 3 14 04 221 7 n 210 338 2 15 110 127
Sept. qtrr 2 16 134 154 3 23 289 285 6 13 188 piin
Dec. qtr 5 17 122 144 5 22 184 214 3 17 197 217
VAIUE {($m)
1991-92 0.4 56 26.9 2.9 1 1.3 125 13.9 a3 5.0 23.1 28.4
1992-93 0.7 4.2 a§.2 4].1 01 1.1 12.6 i38 0.7 44 37.9 432
1993-94 0.6 4.4 66.7 71.8 L2 1.1 321 333 0.6 4.6 45.4 546
1997 Sept. qtr 0.3 18 14.5 17.0 03 18 18.7 208 0.1 1.1 10.7 119
Dec. qtr 0.2 13 13.1 146 0.4 18 18.6 208 0.1 1.4 13.4 149
1994 Mar. gtr 0.1 (4151 18.0 ER.7 0z 12 233 245 0.3 13 13.7 153
Jume gir a1 0.8 0.6 218 0.2 1.1 Azt 333 —_ 0.8 1.6 12.5
Sept. qtr 1 —_ 69 4.5 15.4 0.3 1.2 274 28.7 0.2 07 8.9 19.7

Dev. qir 0 09 13.1 i4.1 11 11 206 219 o1 09 201 21.i
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed resuils from the
quarterly Building Activity Survey. Uscrs should note that
data for the latest quarter is subject to revision.

2 The statistics are compiled on the basis of returns
collected from builders and other individuals and organisa-
tions engaged in building aclivity, The quarterly survey con-
sists of two components.

a) A complete enumeration of new residential buildin
ple ) U g
construction or alterations and additions valued at
$10,000 or more to residential buildings,

(b) Acomplete enumeration of all non—residential build-
ing jobs, including alterations and additions, with an
approval vabue of $50,000 or more,

3. Prior to the June quarter 1991, private sector housing
activity was measured by a sample survey. Due to the rela-

tively small size of the total building industry in the Northem
Territory the differcnces resulting beiween the two survey
methods is minimal. The change from a sample survey to a
compiete enumeration has allowed the collection of accurate
small area data, available on request in unpublished form.,

4, Prior to the Seplember quarter 1990, the cut—otf for
inclusion of non-rtesidential building jobs (both new and al-
terations and additions) was $30,000 or more and prior to the
September quarter 1985 it was $10,000 ¢r more. Care should
be taken in interpreting data for specific classes of non—
residential building.

5. The use of cemplele enumeration techniques in the
Building Activity Survey [or the Northern Territory means that
relieble estimates of private sector house building activity,
including zlterations and additions to houscs, are available at
the Statistical Local Area (SLA) level. Local government
areas, or parts thereof, or any unincorporated area can be an
SLA. Dwelling unit commencement data for regions below
State level are shown in the monthly scries of dwelling unit
commencements compiled by Slate oflices of the ABS. Data
from this series, unlike those compiled from the Building
Activity Survey, are based on information reported by govern-
ment authorities.

Scope and coverage

6. The statistics relate to building aclivity which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and addilions to
existing buildings. Construction activity nol defined as build-
ing (e.g. coostruction of roads, bridges, railways, earthworks,
etc.) is excluded.

7. Building jobs included in each quarter in the Building
Activity Survey comprise those building jobs selected in pre-
vious guarters which have not been completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
jobs newly selected in the current quarter. The population list
from which building jobs are selected for inclusion comprises
all approved building jobs which were notified to the ABS up
lo but not including the last month of the reference quarter (e.g.
up to the end of August in respect of the September quarter
survey). This introduces a lag to the statistics in respect of those
building jobs notified ard commenced in the last month of the
reference quarter (e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey), For example, building jobs
which were notified as approved in the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly, building jobs

which were notified in the month of September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments in the December quarter.

Delinitions

8. A building is delined as a rigid, fixed and permanent
structure which has a rool, Iis intended purpose is primarily to
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livesiock.
An integral feature of a building’s design, to satisfy its in-
tended usc, is the provision for regular access by persons.

9. Adwelling unit is defined as a self—contained suite of
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and intended
for long—erm residcnliaFusa. Units (whether self—contained
ar pot) within buildings offering institutional care, such as
hospitals, of temporary accommodation such as motels, hos-
tels and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling uaits.
The value of uaits of this type is included in the appropriate
calcgory of non-residential building.

10. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be cither houses o1 other residential
buildings.

{2} A house is defined as a detached building predomi-
nantly used for long—term resideatial purposes and
consisting of only ane dwelling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats’ and detached dwelling units (such as
caretakers’ residences) associated with non—residen-
tial buiidings are defined as houses for the purpose of
these slalistics.

(b) An other residential building is defined as a building

which is predominantly used for long—term residential

purposes and which contains (or has attached to it)
morc than one dwelling unit (e.g. includes town-
hauses, duplexes, apartment buildings, eic.}.

11. The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions to existing buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new non-residential buildings, is not inctuded in the
1ables but is shown as a footnote t¢ Table 1.

12. Commenced. A building job is regarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activity has been
performed on site ia the form of materials fixed in place and/or
labour expended (this includes site preparation but excludes
delivery ol building materials, the drawing of plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastructures
such as toads).

13. Under construction. A building job is regarded as
being under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced but has not been completed, and work on it has
not been abandoned.

14, Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progressed to the stage when the
building can fulfil its intended function. In practice, the ABS
regards buildings as completed when nolified as such by
respondents to the survey,

Valuation of building jobs

15, The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reporied on survey returns as follows.

(a) Value of building commenced or under construction
represents the anticipated completion vajue based,
where practicable, on estimated market or contract



price of building jobs excluding the vatue of land and
landscaping. Site preparation costs arc included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters, the
anticipated completion value reported on the return for
the first (commencement) quarier may be amended on
returns for subsequent (under construction) quarters as
the job nears completion.

Value of building completed tepresents the actual
completion value based, where practicable, on Lhe
market or contract price of building jobs including site
preparaiion costs but excluding the value of land aad
landscaping,

(b)

Vuiue of building work done during the period repre-
sents the estimated value ol building work actually
carried out during the guarler on building jobs which
have commenced.

(c}

Value of building work yet to be done represents the
difference belween the anticipated comgpletion value
and the estimated value of work done up (o the end of
the period on building jobs commenced but not com-
pleted.

@)

Building classification

16. Ownership. The ownership of a building is classified
as either public sector or privaie sector according to the sector
of the inteaded owner of the completed building as evident at
the time of appraval. Residential buildings being constructed
by private sector builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the authority has contracted, or intends to
contract, to purchase the buildings on or belore completion,
are classified as public sector.

17. Builder type. Tlouses are classified according o the
Lype of builder as follows.

(a) Contractor—built houses are those construcled by a
private recognised building conlractor, either under
contract, or in anticipation of sale or rental.

(b)Y  Houses built by other than contract builders are those
constructed by an owner (other than a recognised
building conlractor) or under the owner’s direction,
without the services of a single contraclor responsible
for the whole job, Houses built by businesses {other
than recognised building contractors) and public sec-
tor organisations are also included in this category.

18. Functional classification of buildings. A building is
classified according to its intended major function, Hence, a
building which is ancillary to other buildings or forms a part
of & group of related buildings is classified to the function of
the building and not to the (unction of the group as a whole.
Az example of this can be scen in the trealment of building
work approved [or a {actory complex. In this casc a detached
administration building would be classified to Offices, a de-
lached cafeteria building to Shops, while factory buildings
would be classified to Factorics, An exception to (his rule is
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
example, a student accommodalion building on a universily
campus would be classilied to Educational.

19, Examples of the types of buildings included under

each main functional heading are shown in the following list.
{(a) Houses. Includes coltages, bungalows, detached care-

takers’/managers’ cottages, reclories.
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(b) Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flals,
home unils, atiached townhouses, villa units, terrace

houses, semi—detached houses, maisonettes,

Hotels, etc. Includes motels, hostels, boarding
houses, guesthouses, holiday apartment buildings.

(©)

() Shops. Includes retail shops, restaurants, cafes, tav-
ermns, dry cleaners, laundremats, hair salons, shopping

arcades.

Factories. Includes paper mills, oil refinery buildings,
brickworks, [oundries, powerhouses, manufacturing
laboratorics, workshops as part of a manufacturing
process.

(e)

O

Offices, Includes banks, post offices, council cham-
bers, head and regional offices.

Other husiness premises. Includes watehouses, stor-
age depats, service siations, transport depots and ter-
minals, electricity substation buildings, pumping
station buildings, telephone exchanges, mail sorting
cenlres, broadcasling stations, film studios.

(8)

Educgtional. Includes schoaols, colleges, kindergar-
tens, libraries, museums, art galleries, research and
teaching laboratories, theological colleges.

(b

(M
@

Religious. Includes churches, chapels, temples.

Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgeries,
clinics, medical centres.

Entertainment and recreational. Includes  clubs,
theatres, cinemas, public halls, gymnasiums, grand-
stands, squash courts, sports and recreation cenires.

(k)

Miscellaneous. Includes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is nol provided as a normal
service), orphanages, gaols, barracks, mine buildings,
glasshouses, livesiock sheds, shearing sheds, fruit and
skin drying sheds, public toilets, and ambulance, fire
and police stations.

iy

Reliahility of the estimates

20. Since the figures for privaic sector house building
activity (including alterations and additions) are derived from
information obtained from a complcte enumeration of ap-
proved building jobs they are nol subjecl to sampling error, as
may be found in sample surveys. Prior to the June quarter 1991,
private scclor housing activity was measured by a sample
survey and there is a small residual proporticon of these sampled
jobs which are still under construction included in the survey.
The effect of this small number of sampled jobs on these
estimates and those thal would have been obtained if informa-
tion for all approved jobs {or the relevant period had been
included in the survey is not considered to be significaat.

21. Despite the precise nature of complete enumeration,
inaccuracies may occur because of inadequacies in the source
of building approval information, imperfections in reporting
by respondents, and errors made in the coding and processing
of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-—sam-
pling error, and may occur in any epumeralion whether it be a
fuil count or only a sample, Every effort is made to reduce the
non-sampling error to a minimum by the careful design ol
questionnaires, efforts to obtain responses for all selected
building jobs, and efficient operating procedures.



Estimates at constant prices

22, Fstimates of the value of commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 prices are shown in Table 4. Constant
price estimates measure changes in value alter the direct
effects of price changes have been eliminated. The deflators
used to revalue the current price estimates in this publication
are derived from the same price data underlying the deflators
compiled for the dwellings and non-dwelling construction
components of the aational accounts aggregate ‘Gross fixed
capital expenditure’.

23. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number of
approximatioas and assumptions. Further information on the
nature and concepts of constant price estimates is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounts: Concepts, Sources
and Methods (5216.0).

Unpublished data and related publications

24. The ABS can alse make available certain building
approvals aad activity data which are not published, Where it
is not practicable to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
fiche, photocopy, compuler printout, floppy disk and clerically
extracted tabulation. Inguiries should be made to the contact
shown at the [ront of this publication,

25. Users may also wish to refer to the [ollowing building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — monthly ($13.50)

Building Approvals, Northern Territory (8731.7) —
monthly (310.60)

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) -
quarterly ($11.00)
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26. Current publications produced by the ABS are lisled
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, oo Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be
released in the next few days, The Catalogue and Publications
Advice are available from uny ABS office.

Symbuols and other usages
not applicable

ni} or rounded to zero
r figure or series revised since previous issug

27. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may
occur between sums of the component items and totals,

BOB HARRISON
Statistician, Northern Territory
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